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A MODERN CGYRANO IN NEW YORK WITH A REAL CGYRANO NOSE

Mr. Richard Smith, Whose Portrait You See Here, Goes to See the Stage Cyrano, to Suffer and Sympathize with Him---He Describes for the Journal How
It Feels to Have a Nose That Was Always Big, and Is Growing Bigger All the Time. ‘ '

T0 W. R. HEARST, EDITOR OF THE JOURNAL:
O man ever attended a performance of “Cyrano de Bergerac” and felt the keen suffering of
the man more than myself. Every pang that he had to endyre I have experlenced, and trom

my earliest recollection I have had no peace owing to the fmmensity of my nose,

My mother, & few days prior to my birth, was struck on the nosa, and th e result of the blow
has been with me for twenty-two vears, the entire length of my life-time, As a meret chilld I re-
member the way I was stared at. No matter where I went, or who approac hed me, I felt that in-
quisitive eyes were turned upon my affliction. I was obliged to avert my face to avold the ques-
tloning eves that were always polnted at me.

There #7858 no way to escape, and as I grew older the development enlarged
wnfl my mizery inecrassed in proportlon. In the mountains where I lived and
knew everybody I managed to get used to {t. But whenever a stranger ogme
to town and I happened along I knew that I was being looked at. For years
I carafully evolded people whom I did not know Intimately.

I could not follow the courss of Cyrano, who challenged the inquisitlve to
fight to the death. Had I attempted to do so I would have spent all my life
combating those who gazed at ma in wide-eyed wonderment, The affliction
was apparently to reamaln with me forever, or at least as long as I lived.

Bverything possible was done for me, but the nose did not improve, and as
I grew older and realized that I would have to go to work soon I looked around
for soma ocoupation wherein I could make a living and at the same time get
aseay from the searching glances that fell upon me as I passed along the street,
I found that thers was nothing left for me but to become a wood chopper in
the mountains. This enabled me to get away and ply my saxe alone. When a
stranger passed I turned my back upon him and walted until he had gone down
the-rond out of my elght.

1 suffered all sorts of inconveniences in order that I might not offend a
woman's eyes. At times I was questioned by people and invariably found It
hard to get eway without telling something of my misfortune and how the
great nose had clung to me since the day I was born,

Can a Man with a Big
Really Loved.

YRANO DE BERGERAC, the great play of the
present hour, revolves around a nose that Is
monnmental and tragle. It makes of the hero a
martyr of love. It makes of audlences In Perls,
London, Berlin, New York and Philadelphin, eager
disputants about a question that affects the most

sensitive chords in human naturs, May a man of

good gualities be troubled from & physical deformity so lntensely
that the love of woman is refused to him?

Coguelln, Beerbolm Tree, Richard Mansfleld are playing the
part of Cyranc de Bergerae with all the art of which they are
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for success,

I eorld not muster up the courage that Cyrano de Bergerac displayed and move emong the
poeple with the certaln knowledge that I was not under constant Inspection.
stage-iand to fight every one who gives you his attention, but In real! Iife it isjut of the question.
1 can understand how any one would be likely to stare at me, I know my appearance is unus-
ual, and that wherever I go 1 am bound to be talked abont.

1 never allowed my¥self to engage In a love affair.
All my Afe I hoped for the day that medfeal science would bringabout the removal

It 1= all right in

I mever had the heart, nor could 1hope

of at least a portion of my nod#e. But up to my arrival in New York, where I
expect to undergo a successful operation, I gave it np as a bad job,

Doctors heretofore have refused to make the attempt, and I had abount
comie to the conclusion that I was to go down to my grave as did the un-
fortunate Cyrano de Bergerac, without rellef,

It has been my bellef that & cure could be effected, as I am sure the
carillage and bone of the nose are still in good condition, and that If the great
growth could be skilfully removed I would get along all right.

That i the reason I have come to Bellevue Hospltal, and T am willing to
vndergo any operation and any sort of pain to give the physiclans a falr chance.

If they should fall there i1 nothing left for me to do but return to the moun-
taing and stick it out until the end.

Surgeons who have examined me sdy that it is possible to operate success-
fully provided the wnﬁ: ls properly dones I have been told that Professor
Bryant, ex-President Cleveland's former physician, was compitent Lo Elve ma
rellef, and T have journeyed here to give him a chance.

The dally papere have not exaggerated my deformity a particle, and the
sketeh made by the Sunday Journal artist is correct in avery particular, an 1
gat for him and he made a careful portrait of me.

It will be a great rellef to me if-I can go home with a normal nose, and the
joy of moving around among men without being stared at will pay for the pain
1 expect to umdergo in the operation, RICHARD SMITH.

B o o

The Big Nose in Fiction and in Real
Life, :

All the men whom ke appolnted to elevaled statlons had big
noses, and those whom he reganded with suspiclon were in his
miental notes marked ag men with weak noses. He was & phiys
lognenilst, and Laveter's science, ns well as the tacts of Bistory,
ustnined his fudgment as a render of churncter.

Men with big noses nre herole, falthful, loyal, benevalent.
They bave Crrano de Bergeruc's virtues. Why do women disdain
them, if they dot Was Cyrano de Bergernc's experiencs unlgae?
Caguelin played with his natwral nose, that Is turned up, sod 8
red wig, ihe part of Gringplre In Banville's Idyl of a vagabond
poet gaining by force of verses, at the king's pleasure, & lady's
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noses that are kneaded In grotesnue grifances, In all langunges

and philosophers are disedssing his theme, which s histories
and treated with fidelity to details of the hero's life, May a me
huve an ugly nose and be loved?
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eritios are prasing the swolk of the playwright, Hdmond Rostand 54 l“‘:un-lmrnllh whoge sermnne agalnzi luxury in the streets Aled
with pedantle masgqueraders of old [alr, exelted InsSorrectiong of
the reilglous and the grave, lad a hooked pose of Immense peo-
Richard Smith, a lumberman of the Adirondpcks, who had ?::;.1n“:l\u:l:'::;i;:n:;:::;l "rtll:- ‘|].I":;.:il n“ ':1:“-;:;17{3:;":::*' F;:i:qm

never hesrd of Oyrano de Bergerac, the man, or of “Oyranp de
Bergerac,” the piay, has just araved in New York to be cured
at Bellevis of the physical Infirmity which Richard Muanfield
makes comle, pathetie, Interesting, every evenlig on the stage
of the Gorden Theatre.

Richard Smith'e mind 18 not complex. He Iz not learned, He
{s not n Gascon. Me does not live In #u age when o man may
challenge to n duel every Insolent person who mokes fun of hiw,
Richard Smith's nosa darkens his life as much as his face. In the
woods where he euts down trees, e turns his back to every
stranger,

He |8 timid and his mortification Is profound. He has been
Innghed at always. He Is worse than hideous, he i ridiculons,
In New York, where sclence may find g cure for his physleal in.
firmity, Hdmond Rostand’s plar offers to him unexpectediy a oore
for his moral Infirmity. The Cyrano de Bergerac of the Adiron-
dncks fuces the Cyrano de Bergerae of the herole stage, Richarg
Bmith Is not consoled, He expresmes sympathy with the poet, re-
gret that he may not emulate the poet's pride. That Is all, He 15
more enger than ever to be dellvered of the tyranuy of ugliness
that his nose infllets npon him.

Of his desperation a romanticlst wonld have made a book In
the time when Hugo ldealized Triboulet, the King's jester, in “"La
Rol 8'Amuse," and Qunsimodo, the bell ringer in 'Notre Dame de
Paris."” But this end of the nincteenth century Is better edn:
cated than was the begluning of it. It does not seem posaible
that Richerd Smith, If he were a man of sclence, a poet, or a
hero, would bave to puffer because he was born with a nose that
is ogly.

“Ugly nose never mpolled ecomely visage,” 1= o French proverl
odd and old enomgh to be true. But Is It true? Witnoss:
Cyrano de Bergerac. He was a poet and a man of honor. He
had wit end a heart. Brave, generous, loyal to his friends, jusc
to his enemies, he had all the good qualities.

In an epoch when writers were servile or vile, wher Mollere
had to finttar the King In order to tell what he thought of the |
rest, Oyrano de Bergerse wrote the first Journal that the wicked /'
and the Teeble ealled yellow,

e e oo i eroniqueus Jawne.” » yellow Richatd Smith, the Modern Gyrano, Watches Mansfield’s Portrayal of the Miseties of His Histofical Prototype.

when Richellen's privete sccretary was dubbed His Geny Dmi-

him In raptnre.
Dante, to wlom the people, g8 Le pnssed among them. pointed

with awe, saving, “1Tere is ghe mon who went o Henven and jo
Heades and rettrned,” had o pale face framed o o dark Hood,
His nosy was so prominent (hat the sativleal pocis wrote epl-
gramie about M Ineessantly. Hut he had the love of a redl

Benteice, not less sdmirable than e Kiedl one wlore silste-

eratie slilhonette geems to have been cut by Dante In & panel of

azure. 1
Dante and Savoenaroln were infinitely geeat., bot  thers

were other herops of the people who were not comely, and whom
women admired, Would they applnod Walnweight and Holison,
If thelr faces were not nttractive? If the beroes of the Merrimine
and the Glourester had noses of Cyrano de Bergerne nand Richard
Smith would they be idola =till? And what of Jonu de Raesgke.
Joha Drew, Sothern, Chnuoecey Oleott, Robert Hillined, whom Lie
mutinee girly applovd so enthinsinatically

oconid sou love m man who had Cyranc’s nose?' Mk Edng
Wallace Hopper was ashed yestenday.

o don’t koow,™ she repled Itughingly. *“Mr. Hopper's' nose
wig not beautiful" .

e O

“Atd you loved hlm. That 1z wit,"” gald her quadtioner, “Hut
1t woulidl have to be exple A7to the Laplaudess, They do pa)
know cliat yon have eeased to love hilm Could ‘Fou love 4
Crrino?"

#1 think,” Mrs, Edna Wallnee Hopper replied In all serlons

ness, “Ihat 2 man Wi an énorglons noese may be loved for Iris
attractive. uglinegs even fa New York, But It Is ilke putting
salt on the fixing spareow's tall. He mnst have knows how te
make Ulmeelf loved before one had think net to love
hitm.

wiphere Are examples of wey wlih' ogly nosss loved madiy.
Shall I mentlon shmes? Not? Well, T think ther st bage hgd
n grapt deal of poweor o gubject New York women. They lave
an lmperions adinivation for beauiy e

“But beguty of mind"— the questioner hegan,

urg il very well,” Mo Bdon Wallace Hopper contisued, “1
{Link It ought to appear In the features. Of course, 161 hnd fime
to beecome acguainted with a nian whoge foatures weore pot attrwo.

Time to
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nence.

Cyrano de Bergerac was a hero. Alone, He fought and ronted
a nundred men posted In ambush to asanssinate one of hLis
friénde, From his play the *“Pedant Joue Mollere took the dia-
fogue of an entire seene and Ingerted It In “L'Avare.” From
Cyrano de Bergerae's “Voyage to the Moon' Edgir Allan Poe
touk the adventure of Hans Pfall.

That musketeer of Louls X111 had the erudition of a4 man of
sclence. He was Gassendl's best pupll, And how seductively
he could talk to womenl The phrases of his compliments were g
ripple of pure pearis. Roxane, his couslo, knew all these good
qualities of Oyrano de Bergerne and never divined even that he
was o love with her. She saw him in bravery, she heard him
In poetle inspieation, but the wvgliness of hly nise spolfed the
beauty of his visage In hor vlew. ‘She proferréd a handsome
fellow who was ldlotie.

Orrano de Bergernc's nose must have been wonstrous, I was
Theophlie G':u‘ sew It 1o an old print that sarved as a frontls-

glece to the fArst editlon of the poet’®  colleeted works, published rn Taris
In: 1620 fn docdeclmo  volumes whiclh wmay be found in enmpiuous bindligs of
Boyet and Padeloup, I Hbearles of haok lovers ke the Baron Alphonse de Rotheehila,
and not elsewhero. Here Iy Gantler's desceription:

“That Amprobatile nose has In the middle of It a monntaln which seems (o me {0 be
ths Hin alaya, or the highest mountain in the world. That lmprobable noss falis on the
mouth like & tapir's trunk or the beak of a bird of prey. At the point It s separated
fnto two parts by a lne lke the one that farrowed the cherrylike lps of Ann of Aus-
tria, the white queen with lone brovy hands,

“That makes two distinet no¥es on one face, which I mors thnn enstom  permlis.
Bome bunting doge bhave the same shnpe of noe. It ls a glgn of great benevolence.
The portraltz of 8t. Vincent de Panl and of Paris, the archdencon, present the same
chnracteristic type. But Cyrano's nose was less flegbr. It had more bone, mors eartl-
lage.. Tt was more horoie.'

To Richard Mans=field tliat desceiption by Gautier was shown, It |8 necurate.”” Mr,
Mansfield sald, “‘but It ls the descriptlon of a physlogooinlst. How I5 an adtor to pru-
ment It on the stage and conyay the groteegie Impression thaf It provoked st first sight
In real [ife, that It must provoke In osder to make perfect the expression of the play?

“Bumped. & nose, bowever big, recalls In the clasalenl a ‘Agure on 8 Greek medsl.

It *ngplrex respect, uot langhter, 7o cronte In an audience the Impression that Cyrrano
de Bergerne's nege made fhe player'a makenp has to be an attistle transformatlon of
the originnl.* .
' And it Is tue that big noses have been regarded with rospect dlwars o all ecotu-
trles oxeopt Okian, Plutnreh says that the node of Numb Pompiliue wos half a foot
long, Lyeurgus and Splon tnd enormoud nesal orgnes.  Ovid's nose was slways fal-
lowed by the eplther “naso.”

Titus had a noge which wss a promontory, snd 19 Cameons the street Arabe
sang n song, the refrain of which was, “Take your nose ont of ‘the way, In order that
I may bg able to gee the Archblshop's palave.'

Montaigue, In bls es=ay¥ on personnl benuty, praised Llg noses we Indications of
strength and charnétey, and Napolson had an gbevivte confidence o ‘them.

Napoleon selected muarshals, governora of provinees, Kings, with pariicular regard
for the sire of thelr sates, He would say to bis secrelary, the Harom de Meneval, "I
am ure that Bernndotte. with bis Gascon nose, can myle Sweden' ar *'T would not bhe
80 Nhgt:ﬂ}r of Murar's auecess If It were not for the strength of the bridgs of lis

noEe." ar “'Mne. de Stael.wlll make of Benjatin Copstanl whatever she wishes. He pas
A weik nose.”

dve to me st Arst, and 1 discovered that he wns adinleable in
heart and mibml, and my beart were—- Ok, to slop b many 1fa
Certoinly 1 might love a man who had Crrano's nose and his
broaloe. "

Mign Madge Lossing oxeluimed, “Surcly I could loye Cyrino de
Bergerac!' Physicnl beanty s nothing. It i= the soul that 15 Jovad
ble. 1 have been guarded nlwnys agninst ndmiration for mens
physieal #hatm slone.”

‘“Ihen you don’t think that physleal charm
mental attributes?” she was asked.

“Oh, no. Between s hero and (Jie man who plays the hero thy
advantage is always (0 the player. 1 saw ongednn raliway
tlon I Borope a man who sald he had killed tigers in Indla.
Iooked 1t, But he had never been in Indis. He was & greste
gooder’s clerk,

. “Inm the same carriage, seated opporite him, was = real tiger
killer, He had mnede a great reputation n Indis. I have forgol-

ln n reflection of

tet bis pame.  He Jonked like an old man with & cold in Rishes@™
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